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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

These claims replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

I. (currently amended) A dynamic load sharing system using a virtual router comprising: 

a plurality of equipment units each functioning as a router* which oonotitut Q g 
constitHte said vinual router having a single common address; and 

m end gyst ^ systems connected to a network through said virtual router> 
wherein one of^aid^uipment unit among ^-theplurajiiy of equipment units functioning oo a 
f&m&f constimtmg said virtual router is assigned as a master router» v^le each of the other 
equipment units fimotioning as a rout e r is assigned as a backup router, and said assigned master 
router dynamically sets a packet condition for dofining tho routing obj e ct packets subject to 
Touting to indicate packets of which end system are lo be processed bv the backup router^ »ffl d 
transmit the packet conc^tion t Q said backup router, so that routing processing between said 
network and said end system is p^oxmed by said plurality of equipment units each functioning 
as a router. 

2. (origina}) The dynatnic load sharing system using the virtaal router according to claim h 
wherein when said backup router receives from said master router the information of packet 
condition for defining the routing object, said backup router transmits a response message to said 
master router. 

3, (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the virmal router according to claim 1, 
wherein after said master router notifies said backup router of said packet condition for defining 
the routing object, said master router removes said packet condition being allocated to said 
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baclcup rouier from ibe packet coiutition for defimng the routing object of said master router 
itself. 

4, (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according to claim 2, 
wherein after said baclcup router transmits said response message to said master router^ said 
backup router is set to su^end routing processing for a predetermined period. 

5. (currently amended) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according to 
claim 2;, wherein on reception of a response message packet from said backup router, said master 
router removes the allocated packet condition for defining the routing object, and notifies said 
backup router of a sequence number of the packet the routing processing for which is completed 
by said master router* 

6. (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according to claim S, 
wherein said backup router discards a packet having been routed by said master router £rom 
among buffered packets based on said sequence number infimnation transmitted fit>m master 
router, and performs routing processing from the succeeding packet to said discarded packet. 

7, (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according to claim 1, 
wherein said backup router includes a monitor means for monitoring flow rate information of the 
packets being routed by said backup router itself 
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8, (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the vimial router according to claim 7, 
wherein when said packet flow rate monitored by said monitor means exceeds a predetermined 
value, said backup router requests said master router to review said packet condition for defining 
the routing object. 

9, (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the virmal router according to claim 7, 
wherein said master router collects said flow rate infomiation monitored by said monitor means 
in said backup router, to review packet condition for defining the routing object when said packet 
flow rate exceeds a predetermined value. 

10, (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according to claim 9, 
wherein said flow rate information collection fiom said backup router being performed by said 
master router is initiated by a request &om said backup router. 

11, (original) The dynamic load sharing system using the virmal router according to claim 9, 
wherein the reallocation of routers for routing packets is usitiated by said packet coiuUtion 
review- 

12, (can-enily amended) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according to 
claim U, 

wherein said review request &om said backi^ router is inhibited for a predetermined 
period irrespective of said router reallocation for routing packets. 
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13. (original) The dynamic load sharing system using lUe vinual router according lo claim II, 
wherein said master router suspends said infonnation collection for a predetermined period 
irrespective of said router reallocation for routing packets. 

14. (previously presented) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according lo 
either claim I , wherein said dynamic load sharing system further comprises a server performing 
the functions of modifying packet infomiarion for routing and obtaining configuration 
infomiation of said end systems. 

iS.loriginal) The dynamic load sharing system using the virtual router according to claim 1. 
wherein said network includes a carrier network providing an IP virtual private network service 
(IP-VPN service) or an ISP (Internet service provider) network. 



840872ft7_l 



PAGE 6/irRCVDAT1«12:23:00PM [Eastern Standard Time]'SVR:USPTOffM 



